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Believe: A Study of John Companion Guide    

Welcome to our study of the Gospel of John – the story of Jesus as it was written by one of His 
closest friends, the disciple John. 

We going to be working through this gospel week by week as an entire church family, and we 
wanted to help you engage with the Scriptures deeply and experience Jesus fully as you discuss 
them with others. With that in mind, we designed a number of resources for you and your 
friends: 

•	 Each week one of our teachers will lead us through a particular passage in John’s gospel as 
we gather on Sunday morning. A shortened video version, customized for online viewing, is 
available through Trinity@Home. www.wearetrinity.com/trinityhome  

•	 A weekly podcast, released on Mondays, with Pastor Marvin Williams and Carolyn Kersten 
invites you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of John. You’ll hear fresh 
perspectives, practical insights, and see how easy it is to have your own conversation 
around a Scripture passage with others. You can listen to the podcast on Apple, Spotify, and 
YouTube. 

And this Companion Guide will help you in two ways: 

1.	 The Guide will highlight the historical and cultural context of each passage so that you see 
Jesus and His disciples with more clarity and greater understanding.  

2.	It will allow you and a few friends (as well as you and your family) to explore, discuss, and 
live out each passage as you learn how to hear and obey God—as well as how to share what 
He’s teaching you with others, and how to join Him in His Kingdom work as a team! 

How to Use this Companion Guide 

We designed this Guide to be used in a group of 2, 3, or more, and we strongly encourage you 
to use it that way – not for individual study, but in authentic community with a few others. As we 
begin our study, follow these steps if you are ready to let the Lord transform you and help you 
and your friends begin to make disciples: 

PRAY

Ask God, “Are there two 
more people You want me 
to invite to go through this 
study with me?”

INVITE

Ask your friends to join you. 
If one or both say no, pray 
again until you find two 
who are ready! The people 
you invite may be friends, 
family members, neighbors, 
coworkers, school classmates 
– and they do not have to be 
Christians. In fact, this is a 
great time to invite someone 
who doesn’t yet know what 
he or she thinks about Jesus 
to discover who He is and 
make an informed decision 
for themselves. 

START

Pick a day you can meet 
every week, or every other 
week, for an hour. If you 
can’t do it at the same time 
every week or two, that’s 
okay – the important part 
is the relationship, not the 
meeting. Be flexible and 
commit to making it work. 

List names below:

1.	 ____________________

2.	 ____________________

3.	 ____________________

4.	 ____________________

Day/Time Meeting:

Day: 

_____________________

Time: ____________________
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Follow the instructions carefully in each individual lesson.   
You’ll use the same pattern each time, so it’s important to follow it closely, especially in 
the beginning, to train each other to make the best use of your hour together. Every step 
and every question has been carefully designed to serve a particular purpose in your 
transformation, your life as a group, and your engagement in God’s Kingdom work. 

If you’re meeting every other week, combine the Scripture passages from 2 weeks at a time, 
then treat it as one passage to work through. 

Rotate who leads through the lesson. Give each person the opportunity to lead this 
discovery method of Scripture study, so that everyone is equipped to start a group and do 
this with others.   

Build the friendships within your group. Do fun things together! Eat together. Go to the 
movies, have a game night, or watch a football or basketball game together. Pray for each 
other, text each other, and encourage each other between meeting times. Get involved in 
each others’ lives. 

Companion Guide Features 

•	 The Family Guide section provides a plan for you to enjoy the study with your entire 
family.  Lead children of all ages through a Bible discovery experience similar to that 
provided in the Guide for adults.  

•	 Each lesson is based on the Discover Bible Study method, proven all over the world 
among believers and those who are just beginning to seek God.  No one needs to teach; 
in fact, teaching is discouraged. Allow each person to learn directly from the Word and 
the Spirit as he or she discovers what is in the Word, listens to God, and obeys what God 
says.  

•	 Each lesson provides time to connect and encourage accountability, time to hear God 
as you explore His Word and interact with His Spirit, and time to determine how you will 
obey Him, as well as share with and serve others. Be sure you work through all three.  

•	 The Companion Guide is modular: You will receive approximately 6 to 10 individual 
lessons for each module, so new people can easily jump in when a new module begins! 
Go right ahead and invite others to join you as our study progresses. And if you fall 
behind – just pick back up when the next module begins. 

We’re praying and hoping that God will take us deeper with Jesus as we follow Him through 
the pages of the Gospel of John this year. Thank you for joining us, and let us know how the 
Lord is using John’s narrative in your life and the lives of the your disciple-making partners!
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Family Guide for Believe: A Study of John Companion Guide 

God’s design is for parents to be the primary disciple-makers in their children’s lives. His 
desire is for the home to be the key place where faith grows and flourishes. Deuteronomy 
6:6-9 directly commands parents to have God’s Word on their own hearts and make it a part 
of every aspect of their family life. “Impress them [God’s commands] on your children. Talk 
about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and 
when you get up” (verse 7). Reading and studying the Bible together should be a vital part 
of our family life. Pointing out God’s activity in our lives and in the world around us should 
flow through our conversations and time spent with our families. 

In the Spiritual Parenting training, we call this the Environment of Storytelling--telling God’s 
Story (the Bible) as well as our own stories of God at work in our lives. We need to create an 
environment for our children in which they are experiencing God’s Story--one story with one 
plot line—the story of the Bible right on through God’s work in our lives today.  

As you are learning and growing through the Believe: A Study of John series, you can be 
leading your family in learning and growing too. Spend time together as a family each week 
reading and studying the passage. 

Here is a guide you can use as a framework for your time together.  

1.	 READ the story/teaching aloud. 
2.	 ASK three kinds of questions about the story/teaching---Head, Heart, and Hands 

questions. The point is not to ask every question with every passage of Scripture, but to 
ask questions like these as you talk about the Bible passage. 

HEAD: questions that focus on the facts. 

•	 STORY: 
	- Who? What When? Where? 
	- What happened first? Next? And so on.  

•	 TEACHING: 
	- What does this tell us about God (Father, Jesus the Son, Holy Spirit)? 
	- What does this tell us about people or relationships? 
	- What does this tell us about living the life God has for us?  

 

HEART: questions that focus on what the Bible verses mean. Pause to pray and ask God 
to speak to your hearts about these verses. Remind your children that God speaks to us 
through the Bible. When a thought comes to our minds that agrees with Scripture, we 
can know that God is speaking to us. 

•	 STORY: 
	- What stands out to you from the story? Why does that part have your 

attention?
	- Which person in the story do you most identify with and why? 
	- How would you respond if you were one of the people in this story? 
	- What would you do, how would you feel, what would you be thinking etc.? 
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•	 TEACHING: 
	- Why do you think he said that? Why is this important? 
	- Do you have a question about these verses? 
	- How do these verses point us to Jesus? 

HANDS: questions that focus on how the verses apply to our lives. 

•	 STORY: 
	- Think of a situation you are in now, how would one of the faithful people in this 

story act in that situation?  
	- What would it be like for you to act like the faithful people in the story in your 

own life? 

•	 TEACHING: 
	- How would you respond if you were one of the original hearers of this 

teaching? 
	- What would you do, how would you feel, what would you be thinking etc.? 
	- Think of a situation you are in now, how would you respond if you believed (or 

didn’t believe) this teaching? 

3.	 PRAY. Ask God to help you to not just listen to God’s Words but to obey them. Ask for 
strength to do what He has called you to do through this passage. 

Just as Jesus invited the disciples to “come and see,” we have the privilege of inviting our 
children and teens to come and see who Jesus is, to experience His love and the salvation 
found through Him. In Luke 18:16 Jesus says, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for to such belongs the Kingdom of God.” 
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BEGINNING 
John 20:30-21 and 1:1-18

Remember to find a friend or two (or more!) to work through these questions with 
each week! You’ll find you gain much more when you study God’s Word as Jesus 

did. 
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Week 1:  Introduction to the Book of John – John 20:30-31 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in 
this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.  

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 
The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement:  

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 
 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 

When will we meet again?  

Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 2:  The Word – John 1:1-13 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light. 

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came 
to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 

 
When will we meet again? 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 3:  The Word Became Flesh – John 1:14-18 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he 
was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 
seen God; the only God who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 

 
When will we meet again? 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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COME AND SEE 
John 1:19-3:21

Remember to find a friend or two (or more!) to work through these questions with 
each week! You’ll find you gain much more when you study God’s Word as Jesus 

did. 
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Week 4:  The Lamb of God – John 1:19-34 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah 
said.” 

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you 
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man 
who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but for this 
purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore 
witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself 
did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you 
see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week?
 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 

When will we meet again? 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 5:  Stairway to Heaven – John 1:35-51 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus 
as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, 
and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What 
are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you 
staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was 
staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two 
who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first 
found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means 
Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son 
of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter). 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip 
found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also 
the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom 
there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered 
him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael 
answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered 
him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see 
greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven 
opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 

What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

 

 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 
 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 

 
When will we meet again?  

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 6:  New Wine – John 2:1-11 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, 
the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what 
does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, 
“Do whatever he tells you.” 

6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding 
twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled 
them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master 
of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now become 
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water 
knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves 
the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have 
kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and 
manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 

The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
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2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?

 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 

When will we meet again? 

 
Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 7:  Zeal for Your House – John 2:13-25 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he 
found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting 
there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and 
oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 16 And 
he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house 
a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will 
consume me.” 

18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 19 Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then 
said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three 
days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the 
Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when 
they saw the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to 
them, because he knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he 
himself knew what was in man. 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 

What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 
 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 
 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with?  

 

When will we meet again? 

Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 8:  Born Again – John 3:1-21 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 
 
Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man 
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from 
God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered 
him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a 
second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel 
that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear 
its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone 
who is born of the Spirit.” 

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the 
teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we 
speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our 
testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I 
tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in 
him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has 
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has 
come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works 
were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the 
light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, 
so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.” 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 

4.	 What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 
 

The Spirit:  Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
      Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 

When will meet again?  

Next meeting: ________________________________________________________



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Historical Context
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John 1 - Companion Photos

John 1:21 - John the Baptist crying out in the 
wilderness. This is a modern day picture of 
Qumran, a wilderness location. 

1:28 - Today the Jordan River is little more than 
a muddy trickle. In ancient times, the river was 
deep and strong enough to limit crossing to 
fords, often with the use of ferry boats. 

1:28 - A possible location 
for Bethany is in the 
north, closer to the Sea 
of Galilee. This theory 
understands Bashan 
to be the equivalent of 
Batanea and Bethany, 
and it emphasizes the 
chronological sequence 
in John 1, in which Jesus 
travels from Bethany 
to Cana in three days. 
The southern location 
opposite Jericho would 
be too distant to travel in 
this short amount of time. 
The Yarmuk River location 
shown above meets the 
criteria of being on the 
east side of the Jordan 
River, within three days’ 
journey from Cana, and 
providing an abundant 
supply of water.

All photos and captions from Bibleplaces.com.
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1:35 - Re-enactment of disciples on the shoreline of the Sea of Galilee. This photograph was taken on 
the eastern shoreline of the Sea of Galilee.

1:39 - Upper room of a traditional home. 1:44 - El-Arai, possible, Bethsaida, with 
Jordan River entering the Sea of Galilee.

1:48 - Fig Tree
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John 2 - Companion Photos

2:1 - Wedding procession with horseman in Abu Ghosh. 
Abu Ghosh is located in the Judean hills west of Jerusalem. 
This American Colony photograph was taken in July 1904.
 

2:1 - View towards Cana from Sepphoris accross the Bet Netofa Valley.

2:3 - Jars like these could have been used for 
storing wine at the wedding feast. 
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2:12 - Capermaum Area

2:13 - Road to Jerusalem. Photo taken in 1898 or 1914. 

2:14 - Jerusalem Temple Mount. 
Photo taken in 1931.
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2:23 - Street scene near Damascus Gate2:14 - Sheep market at Damascus Gate

John 3 - Companion Photos

3:2 - Some suggest that the meeting between Jesus and Nicodemus took place on a rooftop. This 
photograph shows rooftops of the Muslim and Christian Quarters, with women hanging laundry on 
the roof in the foreground. 
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ENCOUNTERS
John 3:22-5:15; 1:14-18

Welcome to the next building block in our study of the Gospel of John! If you’re just joining 
us, please go back and read the introduction to Module 1 on pp. 1-1. 

Our goal is for this Companion Guide to serve as a tool that helps you hear God’s voice 
through His Word and His Spirit, then obey whatever He says to you personally. For the next 
six weeks, we will explore how people were changed when they encountered Jesus. As you 
encounter Him in this way, you’ll begin to experience real transformation. 

Be sure to work through each week’s material with a couple of friends for mutual support 
and accountability - and to work on hearing and obeying God as a lifestyle! As you do, you’ll 
start to experience what it means to enjoy full life with Christ. 
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Family Guide for Believe: A Study of John Companion Guide—Spiritual 
Conversations 

As you are learning and growing through the Believe: A Study of John series, you can be 
leading your family in learning and growing too. Previously, we focused on what it can look 
like to spend time together as a family each week reading and studying the passage. This 
time we’ll focus on how to have spiritual conversations with your kids. 
 
CONVERSATION STARTERS: As followers of Jesus, we have thoughts about God 
throughout the day. Sharing those thoughts with our kids is one simple way to begin a 
spiritual conversation with them. You can use one of these conversation starters (from 
christianitycove.com), or come up with your own. The key is to just start the conversation! 

1.	 Something you saw on the news that made you think of God or made you want to pray 
for the person/situation. 

2.	 A Scripture you read today or that went through your head and why. 
3.	 Something you wrote in your journal or read online that either had to do with God or 

made you think of Him. 
4.	 A personal difficulty that you’ve been praying about for guidance or direction. 
5.	 Something you discussed with a friend or neighbor and your biblical perspective on it. 
6.	 Something the Lord shared with you, through Scripture, prayer, a worship song, or the 

words of another person. 
7.	 Something you saw in nature that made you think of God’s artistry, power, or love. 

TEACHABLE MOMENTS: Life is full of ordinary moments, but those moments can have 
eternal impact when we notice the opportunity to direct our children’s attention to what 
God is doing in that moment. Ruth Chou Simons has some great words about taking 
advantage of these teachable moments. 

We so often feel as if no one is listening to us and what we say doesn’t matter. We 
can be discouraged in the teaching and training of our children because the words we 
speak seem to go nowhere. But what we may not consider in the everyday chaos of 
raising children is this: Are my words being delivered in a teachable moment? 

In the same way that headphones shut out noise, doors keep others out, and walls 
divide and distance, a stressful and chaotic situation makes for a context that rarely 
allows a parent to be heard. Unfortunately, yelling or speaking louder doesn’t make us 
more accessible, but rather, less so.  

Teachable moments make a difference and can appear at the perfect, and sometimes, 
the most inopportune times. Either way, you must look for the opportunities and have 
enough margin in your life to take advantage of teachable moments.  
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Here are a few places you may find teachable moments: 

•	When you and your child are driving somewhere; turn off the music and invite an 
older child to sit in the passenger seat.  

•	When the family is working together on a project. 
•	When a child wants to snuggle before bed. 
•	When you invite one child to fold laundry with you. 
•	When enjoying nature together on a hike or at the park. 
•	On your way home from church. 
•	When you’re celebrating a success, a job well done, or a milestone. 
•	On a Saturday morning over cinnamon rolls. 

The point is not location or environment, ultimately. The key is context. Teachable 
moments are moments when you have the heart and attention of your child. They 
are moments when instruction and training are surprisingly welcomed and not 
begrudgingly tolerated. They are moments when we may lead our children more 
by example than by lecture. To wait for a teachable moment takes self-control 
and attentiveness. It requires that we take time and we pay attention. And most 
importantly, it directs our hearts to the lasting impression we will make and not the 
immediate results we settle for and take.  

Be encouraged...and begin looking for those moments today! 
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Week 9: True Friendship – John 3:22-36 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he remained there 
with them and was baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water 
was plentiful there, and people were coming and being baptized 24 (for John had not yet 
been put in prison). 

25 Now a discussion arose between some of John’s disciples and a Jew over 
purification. 26 And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you 
across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are going to 
him.” 27 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from 
heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have 
been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore 
this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

31 He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth 
and speaks in an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He bears witness 
to what he has seen and heard, yet no one receives his testimony. 33 Whoever receives his 
testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true. 34 For he whom God has sent utters the words 
of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and has given all 
things into his hand. 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey 
the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
______________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 10: Living Water – John 4:1-42 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing 
more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his 
disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4 And he had to pass through 
Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given 
to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was 
sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. .   

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For 
his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to 
him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews 
have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, 
and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 
would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to 
draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you 
greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his 
sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be 
thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 
again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to 
come here to draw water.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman answered him, “I 
have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you 
have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have 
said is true.” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers 
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought 
to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on 
this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, 
and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 
Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming 
(he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who 
speak to you am he.” 

27 Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but no 
one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” 28 So the woman left her 
water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me 
all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30 They went out of the town and were coming to 
him. 

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But he said to them, “I 
have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Has 
anyone brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of 
him who sent me and to accomplish his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, 
then comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white 
for harvest. 36 Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal 
life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One 
sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have 
labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 
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39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He 
told me all that I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay 
with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his word. 
42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we 
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.” 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 

 

When will we meet again? 

Next meeting: ________________________________________________________ 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 11: Second Advent – John 5:28-29 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his 
voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who 
have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 

 

 
When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.



2-14

Week 12: Worship in Spirit and Truth – John 4:1-42 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing 
more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his 
disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4 And he had to pass through 
Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given 
to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was 
sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. .   

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For 
his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to 
him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews 
have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, 
and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 
would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to 
draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you 
greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his 
sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be 
thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 
again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to 
come here to draw water.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman answered him, “I 
have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you 
have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have 
said is true.” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers 
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought 
to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on 
this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, 
and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 
Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming 
(he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who 
speak to you am he.” 

27 Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but no 
one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” 28 So the woman left her 
water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me 
all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30 They went out of the town and were coming to 
him. 

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But he said to them, “I 
have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Has 
anyone brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of 
him who sent me and to accomplish his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, 
then comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white 
for harvest. 36 Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal 
life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One 
sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have 
labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 
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39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He 
told me all that I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay 
with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his word. 
42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we 
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.” 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 

The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 

 

 
When will we meet again? 
 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 13: Healing – John 4:43-5:15 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

43 After the two days he departed for Galilee. 44 (For Jesus himself had testified that a 
prophet has no honor in his own hometown.) 45 So when he came to Galilee, the Galileans 
welcomed him, having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the feast. For they too had 
gone to the feast. 

46 So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at 
Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had 
come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and heal his 
son, for he was at the point of death. 48 So Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and 
wonders you will not believe.” 49 The official said to him, “Sir, come down before my child 
dies.” 50 Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus 
spoke to him and went on his way. 51 As he was going down, his servant met him and told him 
that his son was recovering. 52 So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and 
they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” 53 The father knew that 
was the hour when Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” And he himself believed, and 
all his household. 54 This was now the second sign that Jesus did when he had come from 
Judea to Galilee. 

After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, which 
has five roofed colonnades. 3 In these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, 
and paralyzed. 5 One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When 
Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had already been there a long time, he said to 
him, “Do you want to be healed?” 7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me 
into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before 
me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 9 And at once the man was 
healed, and he took up his bed and walked. 

Now that day was the Sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is 
the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” 11 But he answered them, “The 
man who healed me, that man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’” 12 They asked him, 
“Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” 13 Now the man who had 
been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the 
place. 14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no 
more, that nothing worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jews that 
it was Jesus who had healed him. 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 



2-19

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 
When will we meet again? 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 14: Incarnation – John 1:14-18  

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he 
was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 
seen God; the only God who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 

 

 

 
When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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John 3 - Companion Photos

John 3:22 - The 
photo above was 
taken in the hill 
country southwest 
of Jerusalem. Only 
the Gospel of John 
mentions this phase 
of Jesus’s ministry 
in Judea, and John 
does not name any 
of the places that 
Jesus visited (cf. 
Luke 4:44).

John 3:23 - The hills in the distance belong to Gilead, in the modern country of Jordan. The ponds in 
the distance reflect the availability of water from springs here and are used for raising fish.
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John 4 - Companion Photos

John 4:2 - Baptism was a hallmark of Christianity from the beginning. This painting by James Tissot 
depicts the early disciples of Jesus baptizing new converts in a Jewish ritual bath (mikveh) in a 
setting very much like that found in Jerusalem in the 1st century AD. The artist created this illustration 
using opaque watercolor over graphite on gray wove paper. The painting was photographed at 
the Brooklyn Museum. This image is in the public domain, via the Brooklyn Museum: https://www.
brooklynmuseum.org/opencollection/objects/4467.

John 4:3 - Jesus likely passed through the region shown 
above many times because of its proximity to Nazareth 
(just out of view to the left) and the major routes 
traveling to Samaria. 

John 4:4 - Jesus traveled north from Jerusalem to Sychar on the historic “Road of the Patriarchs” 
that ran along the watershed ridge of the Ephraim hill country. This road passed through the Lebonah 
valley and thus it is quite likely that Jesus and his disciples traveled through the area seen above on 
their way to meeting the woman at the well.
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John 4:7 - This American Colony photograph was 
taken between 1934 and 1939.

John 4:31 - This photochrom image was taken in 
the late 1800s.

John 4:36 - This 
American Colony 
photograph was taken 
east of the Mount of 
Olives between 1898 and 
1946. One of the towers 
on the Mount of Olives is 
visible on the horizon.

John 4:46 - The Gospel of John 
records two of Jesus’s visits to 
Cana (John 2:1; 4:46). Khirbet 
Qana (shown to the left) is more 
likely to be the site of Cana 
in the first century AD than 
other candidates because of its 
location in lower Galilee not far 
from Nazareth (8 miles; 13 km 
distant) and the archaeological 
evidence from the first century 
AD. Josephus also located 
Cana near the plain of Asochis 
(modern Bet Netofa Valley).
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John 5 - Companion Photos

John 5:1 - In order to 
avoid Samaria, many 
Jews traveled to 
Jerusalem via the Jordan 
Rift. At Jericho they 
traveled up the Ascent of 
Adummim, from which 
this photograph was 
taken. The three modern 
towers on the Mount 
of Olives are visible. 
Jesus traveled over the 
mountain to reach the 
city.

John 5:2 - This photograph shows the proximity of the Pools of Bethesda to the Temple Mount. The 
location of the Sheep Gate is unknown, but its name suggests that it was used for bringing sacrifices 
to the temple. The yellow box shows the portion of the southern pool that has been excavated and is 
open to the public. The two white boxes show the approximate area of the two original pools. 

John 5:2 - Today only a small portion 
of the pools are visible, as most has 

been filled in with sediment. The great 
depth of the pools is apparent from the 
photo above, and the steps leading into 
the pool may have been those used by 
the sick people to receive healing. This 
photograph was taken from the central 

portico looking south.
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UNBELIEF
John 5:1-8:59

Welcome to the next building block in our study of the Gospel of John! If you’re just joining 
us, please go back and read the introduction to Module 1 on pp. 1-1. 

Our goal is for this Companion Guide to serve as a tool that helps you hear God’s voice 
through His Word and His Spirit, then obey whatever He says to you personally. For the next 
six weeks, we will explore how people were changed when they encountered Jesus. As you 
encounter Him in this way, you’ll begin to experience real transformation. 

Be sure to work through each week’s material with a couple of friends for mutual support 
and accountability - and to work on hearing and obeying God as a lifestyle! As you do, you’ll 
start to experience what it means to enjoy full life with Christ. 
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Family Guide for Believe: A Study of John Companion Guide 
Levels of Biblical Learning 

As you are learning and growing through the Believe: A Study of John series, you can be 
leading your family in learning and growing too. Previously, we focused on what it can look 
like to spend time together as a family each week reading and studying the passage and 
how to have spiritual conversations with your kids. This time we’ll focus on the importance 
of knowing children’s ability to understand biblical concepts based on their developmental 
stage. 

As kids grow, their understanding of foundational truths grows with them. This means that a 
spiritual analogy or metaphor that is very meaningful for you as an adult may go right over 
the head of your child. It’s important for us to speak at the level of biblical learning that our 
child can understand.  

Lifeway has created a great guide to help you understand how your child grows in their 
understanding of 10 biblical concept areas, from preschool-high school ages. You can 
download a PDF summary of the Biblical Learning Level of your child by going to  
https://wearetrinity.com/learning We’ll highlight some key concepts and the levels of biblical 
learning below. You can see as a child gets older, their ability to understand biblical concepts 
grows too. 

BIBLICAL CONCEPT: JESUS 
Preschool: God sent Jesus to earth. Jesus grew like me and had a family. Jesus taught 
people about what God is like. Jesus healed sick people. Jesus loves people. Jesus is God’s 
Son. Jesus always obeyed God. Jesus is with God. 

Elementary: God planned for Jesus to be the Savior from the beginning of time. Jesus 
is fully God and fully man. Jesus taught about faith, trust, and obedience to God. Jesus 
performed miracles through the power of God. Jesus died to pay the penalty for sin. Jesus is 
the Messiah and Savior. Jesus was human and resisted temptation. Jesus is eternal. 

Middle School: From the beginning, God planned that Jesus would save people from their 
sins and sent Him at exactly the right time. Jesus is fully God and fully man, and He is 
altogether holy. Jesus lived for the glory of the Father and taught that we should do the 
same through lives of worship. Because Jesus is God, He had the power to perform miracles. 
Jesus sits at God’s right hand and continually prays for us. Jesus will one day return to 
exercise His reign over creation. 

High School: From the beginning, God planned that Jesus would save people from their sins, 
and it was necessary that He would be crucified and raised. Jesus is fully God and fully man, 
and despite being tempted while on earth, remained altogether free from sin. Jesus lived 
for the glory of the Father and taught that we should do the same through lives of worship, 
service, and sacrifice.  Jesus, because He is God, had the power to perform miracles, and He 
did so as a sign of His divine nature and to help people overcome their lack of faith. Jesus 
sits at God’s right hand and continually intercedes for believers as our advocate, mediator, 
and high priest. Jesus will one day return to exercise His reign over creation, and He will 
make all things new. 
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BIBLICAL CONCEPT: BIBLE 
Preschool: The stories in the Bible are true and really happened. The Bibles teaches us what 
God is like. People wrote God’s words in the Bible. The Bible teaches what Jesus did. The 
Bible teaches me right from wrong. 

Elementary: The truths in the Bible will last forever. The Bible is God’s message about 
Himself. God inspired people to know what to write in the Bible. The Bible teaches that Jesus 
died on a cross, was buried, and was raised from the dead for the forgiveness of sins. The 
Bible teaches how to live a Christian life. 

Middle School: The Bible is true, without error, and will last forever. The Bible is the story of 
God’s work in creation and centers around Jesus. The Bible is the only inspired written word 
of God. Through the Bible, we know God Himself and how He expects us to live. 

High School: The Bible is internally consistent, is God’s Truth, without error, totally 
trustworthy, and will last forever. The Bible is the story of God’s work to redeem fallen 
creation through the saving work of Jesus, who will one day make all things new. The Bible 
consists of 66 books of the Old and the New Testaments and is the only inspired written 
Word of God. The Bible is the story of God’s work to redeem fallen creation through the 
saving work of Jesus, who will one day make all things new. Through the Bible, we know God 
Himself, and we know how He expects us to live in order to follow Christ and experience His 
blessing. 

BIBLICAL CONCEPT: CHURCH 
Preschool: People use the Bible to learn about God and Jesus at church. People at church 
love each other and teach about God and Jesus. People at church help others. People at 
church worship by singing, talking to God, and listening to Bible stories. People give money 
at church. Jesus had a special meal with His friends. The Bible has stories about baptism. 

Elementary: A church is a group of people who meet together to worship and serve God. 
God uses the church to meet the needs of people in the community and around the world. 
God wants people gather to worship Him. In addition to money, offerings can include time, 
talents, and possessions. Communion is a way to remind people about what Jesus did. 
Christians participate in Communion. Baptism by immersion shows that people have trusted 
Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

Middle School: The church is a fellowship of believers, and we are called to meet together 
regularly. The church isn’t a place or a building, but consists of the people who belong to the 
family of God. The church is responsible for training and equipping its members for works 
of ministry, and church members are called to give of their time, resources, and talents. The 
ordinances of the church are Communion and baptism, which are earthly symbols of eternal 
realities. 

High School: The church is a community of believers who are called to meet together 
regularly to study Scripture, pray, worship, serve and encourage one another, and proclaim 
the gospel to the world. The church isn’t a place or a building, but is made up of the people 
who belong to the family of God, and whereas under the Old Covenant, God dwelled in 
the temple or the tabernacle, today God dwells in His people and works through them to 
advance His kingdom. The church is called to train and equip its members for works of 
ministry, including giving their time, resources, and talents to serve those within the church 
and reach those outside the church. The ordinances of the church are Communion, which 
represents the body and blood of Jesus s the payment of our sin, and baptism, which 
represents our sharing in Jesus’ burial and resurrection. 
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Week 15: Legalism Exposed – John 5:1-17 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

The Healing at the Pool on the Sabbath 

After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, which 
has five roofed colonnades. 3 In these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, 
and paralyzed. 5 One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When 
Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had already been there a long time, he said to 
him, “Do you want to be healed?” 7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me 
into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before 
me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 9 And at once the man was 
healed, and he took up his bed and walked. 

Now that day was the Sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is 
the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” 11 But he answered them, “The 
man who healed me, that man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’” 12 They asked him, 
“Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” 13 Now the man who had 
been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the 
place. 14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin 
no more, that nothing worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jews 
that it was Jesus who had healed him. 16 And this was why the Jews were persecuting 
Jesus, because he was doing these things on the Sabbath. 17 But Jesus answered them, “My 
Father is working until now, and I am working.” 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 16: The Claims of Christ – John 5:18-30 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

Jesus Is Equal with God 

18 This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was 
he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal 
with God. 

The Authority of the Son 

19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own 
accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the 
Son does likewise. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is 
doing. And greater works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. 21 For as the 
Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. 22 For 
the Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the 
Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the 
Father who sent him. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to 
life. 

25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in 
himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him 
authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel at this, for an 
hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who 
have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection 
of judgment. 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  
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The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________
 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 17: Witnesses – John 5:31-47 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

31 If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not true. 32 There is another who bears 
witness about me, and I know that the testimony that he bears about me is true. 33 You sent 
to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 34 Not that the testimony that I receive is 
from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved. 35 He was a burning and shining 
lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. 36 But the testimony that I have is 
greater than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to accomplish, the very 
works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father 
who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice you have never heard, his form 
you have never seen, 38 and you do not have his word abiding in you, for you do not believe 
the one whom he has sent. 39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you 
have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to 
me that you may have life. 41 I do not receive glory from people. 42 But I know that you do 
not have the love of God within you. 43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not 
receive me. If another comes in his own name, you will receive him. 44 How can you believe, 
when you receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from the 
only God? 45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is one who accuses you: 
Moses, on whom you have set your hope. 46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; 
for he wrote of me. 47 But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe my words?” 

 
CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________

   



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 18:  Impossibilities – John 6:1-15 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 

After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of 
Tiberias. 2 And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he 
was doing on the sick. 3 Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his 
disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5 Lifting up his eyes, then, 
and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we 
to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew 
what he would do. 7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread would not 
be enough for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what 
are they for so many?” 10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much 
grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number. 11 Jesus then took 
the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated. 
So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 And when they had eaten their fill, he told his 
disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered 
them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves left by those 
who had eaten. 14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is 
indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!” 

15 Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, 
Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.”

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________

 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 19: Calming Storms – John 6:16-21 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

Jesus Walks on Water 

16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, and started 
across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The 
sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 When they had rowed about three 
or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were 
frightened. 20 But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21 Then they were glad to take 
him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land to which they were going. 

 
CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 20: Bread of Life – John 6:22-71 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

I Am the Bread of Life 

22 On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the sea saw that there had 
been only one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with his disciples, but 
that his disciples had gone away alone. 23 Other boats from Tiberias came near the place 
where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw 
that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they themselves got into the boats and went to 
Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 

25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did 
you come here?” 26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not 
because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the 
food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will 
give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.” 28 Then they said to him, “What must 
we do, to be doing the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that 
you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30 So they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that 
we may see and believe you? What work do you perform? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in the 
wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to 
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but 
my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he who comes 
down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread 
always.” 

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and 
whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet 
do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I 
will never cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will 
of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing 
of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, 
that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will 
raise him up on the last day.” 

41 So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, “I am the bread that came down from 
heaven.” 42 They said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we 
know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 Jesus answered them, “Do 
not grumble among yourselves. 44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent 
me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets, ‘And 
they will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes 
to me— 46 not that anyone has seen the Father except he who is from God; he has seen 
the Father. 47 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of 
life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the bread that 
comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that 
came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that 
I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
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52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son 
of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks 
my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, 
and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in 
me, and I in him. 57 As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever 
feeds on me, he also will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from 
heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live 
forever.” 59 Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 

The Words of Eternal Life 

60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to 
it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to 
them, “Do you take offense at this? 62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending 
to where he was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The 
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But there are some of you who do not 
believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who 
it was who would betray him.) 65 And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to 
me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 

66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67 So Jesus 
said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, 
to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69 and we have believed, and have 
come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose 
you, the twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.” 71 He spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, 
for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray him. 

 
CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________

  



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 21: Living Water, Part 1 – John 7:1-52 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

Jesus at the Feast of Booths 

After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go about in Judea, because the 
Jews were seeking to kill him. 2 Now the Jews’ Feast of Booths was at hand. 3 So his 
brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea, that your disciples also may see the works 
you are doing. 4 For no one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these 
things, show yourself to the world.” 5 For not even his brothers believed in him. 6 Jesus said 
to them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always here. 7 The world cannot hate 
you, but it hates me because I testify about it that its works are evil. 8 You go up to the feast. 
I am not going up to this feast, for my time has not yet fully come.” 9 After saying this, he 
remained in Galilee. 

10 But after his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also went up, not publicly but in 
private. 11 The Jews were looking for him at the feast, and saying, “Where is he?” 12 And there 
was much muttering about him among the people. While some said, “He is a good man,” 
others said, “No, he is leading the people astray.” 13 Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke 
openly of him. 

14 About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching. 15 The 
Jews therefore marveled, saying, “How is it that this man has learning, when he has never 
studied?” 16 So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me. 17 If 
anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether 
I am speaking on my own authority. 18 The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his 
own glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there 
is no falsehood. 19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why 
do you seek to kill me?” 20 The crowd answered, “You have a demon! Who is seeking to kill 
you?” 21 Jesus answered them, “I did one work, and you all marvel at it. 22 Moses gave you 
circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), and you circumcise a man on 
the Sabbath. 23 If on the Sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that the law of Moses may 
not be broken, are you angry with me because on the Sabbath I made a man’s whole body 
well? 24 Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.” 

Can This Be the Christ? 

25 Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, “Is not this the man whom they seek 
to kill? 26 And here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to him! Can it be that the 
authorities really know that this is the Christ? 27 But we know where this man comes 
from, and when the Christ appears, no one will know where he comes from.” 28 So Jesus 
proclaimed, as he taught in the temple, “You know me, and you know where I come from. 
But I have not come of my own accord. He who sent me is true, and him you do not know. 29 I 
know him, for I come from him, and he sent me.” 30 So they were seeking to arrest him, 
but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had not yet come. 31 Yet many of the people 
believed in him. They said, “When the Christ appears, will he do more signs than this man has 
done?” 
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Officers Sent to Arrest Jesus 

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about him, and the chief priests and 
Pharisees sent officers to arrest him. 33 Jesus then said, “I will be with you a little longer, and 
then I am going to him who sent me. 34 You will seek me and you will not find me. Where I 
am you cannot come.” 35 The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go 
that we will not find him? Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and 
teach the Greeks? 36 What does he mean by saying, ‘You will seek me and you will not find 
me,’ and, ‘Where I am you cannot come’?” 

Rivers of Living Water 

37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, 
let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of 
his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those 
who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus 
was not yet glorified. 

Division Among the People 

40 When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This really is the 
Prophet.” 41 Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from 
Galilee? 42 Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and 
comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” 43 So there was a division among the 
people over him. 44 Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him. 

45 The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did 
you not bring him?” 46 The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!” 47 The 
Pharisees answered them, “Have you also been deceived? 48 Have any of the authorities 
or the Pharisees believed in him? 49 But this crowd that does not know the law is 
accursed.” 50 Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one of them, said to 
them, 51 “Does our law judge a man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he 
does?” 52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Search and see that no prophet arises from 
Galilee.” 
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CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 22: Living Water, Part 2 – John 7:1-52 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

Jesus at the Feast of Booths 

After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go about in Judea, because the 
Jews were seeking to kill him. 2 Now the Jews’ Feast of Booths was at hand. 3 So his 
brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea, that your disciples also may see the works 
you are doing. 4 For no one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these 
things, show yourself to the world.” 5 For not even his brothers believed in him. 6 Jesus said 
to them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always here. 7 The world cannot hate 
you, but it hates me because I testify about it that its works are evil. 8 You go up to the feast. 
I am not going up to this feast, for my time has not yet fully come.” 9 After saying this, he 
remained in Galilee. 

10 But after his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also went up, not publicly but in 
private. 11 The Jews were looking for him at the feast, and saying, “Where is he?” 12 And there 
was much muttering about him among the people. While some said, “He is a good man,” 
others said, “No, he is leading the people astray.” 13 Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke 
openly of him. 

14 About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching. 15 The 
Jews therefore marveled, saying, “How is it that this man has learning, when he has never 
studied?” 16 So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me. 17 If 
anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether 
I am speaking on my own authority. 18 The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his 
own glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there 
is no falsehood. 19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why 
do you seek to kill me?” 20 The crowd answered, “You have a demon! Who is seeking to kill 
you?” 21 Jesus answered them, “I did one work, and you all marvel at it. 22 Moses gave you 
circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), and you circumcise a man on 
the Sabbath. 23 If on the Sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that the law of Moses may 
not be broken, are you angry with me because on the Sabbath I made a man’s whole body 
well? 24 Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.” 

Can This Be the Christ? 

25 Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, “Is not this the man whom they seek 
to kill? 26 And here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to him! Can it be that the 
authorities really know that this is the Christ? 27 But we know where this man comes 
from, and when the Christ appears, no one will know where he comes from.” 28 So Jesus 
proclaimed, as he taught in the temple, “You know me, and you know where I come from. 
But I have not come of my own accord. He who sent me is true, and him you do not know. 29 I 
know him, for I come from him, and he sent me.” 30 So they were seeking to arrest him, 
but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had not yet come. 31 Yet many of the people 
believed in him. They said, “When the Christ appears, will he do more signs than this man has 
done?” 
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Officers Sent to Arrest Jesus 

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about him, and the chief priests and 
Pharisees sent officers to arrest him. 33 Jesus then said, “I will be with you a little longer, and 
then I am going to him who sent me. 34 You will seek me and you will not find me. Where I 
am you cannot come.” 35 The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go 
that we will not find him? Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and 
teach the Greeks? 36 What does he mean by saying, ‘You will seek me and you will not find 
me,’ and, ‘Where I am you cannot come’?” 

Rivers of Living Water 

37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, 
let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of 
his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those 
who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus 
was not yet glorified. 

Division Among the People 

40 When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This really is the 
Prophet.” 41 Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from 
Galilee? 42 Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and 
comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” 43 So there was a division among the 
people over him. 44 Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him. 

45 The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did 
you not bring him?” 46 The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!” 47 The 
Pharisees answered them, “Have you also been deceived? 48 Have any of the authorities 
or the Pharisees believed in him? 49 But this crowd that does not know the law is 
accursed.” 50 Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one of them, said to 
them, 51 “Does our law judge a man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he 
does?” 52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Search and see that no prophet arises from 
Galilee.” 
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CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________

 

 

 

 

  



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 23: He Who Is Without Sin – John 7:53-8:112 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

The Woman Caught in Adultery 

53 [They went each to his own house, 8 1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in 
the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down 
and taught them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught 
in adultery, and placing her in the midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been 
caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. 
So what do you say?” 6 This they said to test him, that they might have some charge to 
bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 And as they 
continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among 
you be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once more he bent down and wrote on the 
ground. 9 But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, 
and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus stood up and said to 
her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And 
Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.”] 

 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.”

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

When will we meet again? 

 

Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 24: I Am – John 8:12-59 

This Week’s Scripture Passage: 

I Am the Light of the World 

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are 
bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.” 14 Jesus answered, “Even if I do 
bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where 
I am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge 
according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is 
not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. 17 In your Law it is written that the 
testimony of two people is true. 18 I am the one who bears witness about myself, and the 
Father who sent me bears witness about me.” 19 They said to him therefore, “Where is your 
Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would 
know my Father also.” 20 These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; 
but no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet come. 

21 So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die in your 
sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, since 
he says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said to them, “You are from below; 
I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would 
die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins.” 25 So they 
said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been telling you from 
the beginning. 26 I have much to say about you and much to judge, but he who sent me is 
true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from him.” 27 They did not understand 
that he had been speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said to them, “When you 
have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my 
own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 29 And he who sent me is with me. He 
has not left me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.” 30 As he was saying 
these things, many believed in him. 

The Truth Will Set You Free 

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly 
my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered 
him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that 
you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to 
sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son 
sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you 
seek to kill me because my word finds no place in you. 38 I speak of what I have seen with my 
Father, and you do what you have heard from your father.” 
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You Are of Your Father the Devil 

39 They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s 
children, you would be doing the works Abraham did, 40 but now you seek to kill me, a man 
who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. 41 You are 
doing the works your father did.” They said to him, “We were not born of sexual immorality. 
We have one Father—even God.” 42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would 
love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent 
me. 43 Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my 
word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was 
a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth 
in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of 
lies. 45 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. 46 Which one of you convicts me 
of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 47 Whoever is of God hears the words of 
God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.” 

Before Abraham Was, I Am 

48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a 
demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor 
me. 50 Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Truly, 
truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52 The Jews said to 
him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you 
say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 53 Are you greater than our father 
Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus 
answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom 
you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55 But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I 
do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56 Your 
father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57 So the Jews 
said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to 
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59 So they picked up stones to 
throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 
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CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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John 5 - Companion Photos

John 5:14 - This model is 
on display at the Israel 
Museum in Jerusalem. 
Two of the main 
entrances to the Temple 
Mount are visible on the 
southern side.

John 6 - Companion Photos

John 6:1 - The plain of Bethsaida is located on the northeastern shore of the Sea of Galilee. The exact 
location of the city of Bethsaida is disputed. In any case, Jesus was teaching the crowds at a remote 
place, the closest city to which was Bethsaida. A good suggestion is that Jesus was teaching on the 
southern end of the Plain of Bethsaida (on the far left of the photo above). 

John 6:1 - The Church of the Multiplication of 
Loaves and Fishes at Tabgha is a traditional site 
of this miracle. The more likely location is the 
Plain of Bethsaida. The Mount of Beatitudes is 
marked because it is a prominent feature in the 
photo.
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John 6:9 - The musht fish is known 
today as ”St. Peter’s fish.” One of them, 
along with some pita bread and salad, 
makes for a good meal for one person. 
The barley loaves that the boy brought 
were probably small, and the fish were 
likely the smaller sardines. 

John 6:10 - Mark 6:39 adds the detail that the grass was green. The grass would normally be green 
because of rain around the time of Passover, which is when John 6:4 says the miracle occurred. 
The area pictured above may not be the same area as the miracle, but it gives a good visual 
representation and is likely not far from the place where the crowds sat down to eat.

John 6:13 - This basket is made of halfa grass and 
palm leaf and dates to about the time of Moses. 
This photo is provided here because we do not have 
many baskets preserved from the ancient world. It 
was photographed in the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art in New York City.
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John 6:16-17 - This 
reconstruction was based 
upon an ancient boat 
discovered along the shore 
of the Sea of Galilee. 

John 6:17 - Capernaum 
(aerial view from the 
southwest)

John 6:22 - Capernaum 
from the Sea of Galilee.

John 6:23 - Tiberias (aerial 
view from the south)
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John 7 - Companion Photos

John 7:1 - The hills of Judea near Moza, possible Emmaus (from the southwest). This area is located 
northwest of Jerusalem. 

John 7:2 - The Feast of Booths (Sukkot; Tabernacles) 
is celebrated by living in temporary shelters for the 
seven-day festival (Lev 23:33-43). Jewish families 
then and now construct temporary shelters to eat 
and sleep in as part of the remembrance of God’s 
faithfulness to Israel during the wilderness travels. 

John 7:38 - Waterfall at Caesarea 
Philippi. The spring of Caesarea 

Philippi (Banias) is the second largest 
of the springs that feed the Jordan 

River north of the Sea of Galilee.
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John 7:42 - Bethlehem (from the north)

John 8:1 - Mount of Olives (from the northwest)

John 8 - Companion Photos

John 8:13 - The Pharisees 
and the Sadducees Come to 

Tempt Jesus,  
by James Tissot, circa 1890
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RESURRECTION 
John 9:1-12:50

Welcome to the next building block in our study of the Gospel of John! If you’re just joining 
us, please go back and read the introduction to Module 1 on pp. 1-1. 

Our goal is for this Companion Guide to serve as a tool that helps you hear God’s voice 
through His Word and His Spirit, then obey whatever He says to you personally. For the next 
six weeks, we will explore how people were changed when they encountered Jesus. As you 
encounter Him in this way, you’ll begin to experience real transformation. 

Be sure to work through each week’s material with a couple of friends for mutual support 
and accountability - and to work on hearing and obeying God as a lifestyle! As you do, you’ll 
start to experience what it means to enjoy full life with Christ. 



9 Ideas for Family Prayer When You Don’t Know Where to Start
excerpted from intentionalbygrace.com

Pray before meals
Giving thanks before meals is a great place to start 
with family prayer. It’s training true gra  tude--not 
mere lip service we give so we can dig in to the meal.

Pray during family devo  ons
One idea: Pray The Lord’s Prayer together. 
Saying it aloud gives a guide for families to 
pray together and teaches the words that Jesus 
taught us to pray. (See Ma  hew 6 or Luke 11.)

Pray in the car
Some  mes it’s hard to get every 
one together in one place. Pray-
ing in the car is a great way to 
connect with God and each other.

Pray before engaging in hospitality
Before guests arrive, each take turns 
praying aloud for your friends, your 
hearts, and for Jesus to be in your 
midst, helping you to extend His 
love to your friends. Pray in the car 
on the way to other people’s 
homes when they’ve 
asked you over for a 
meal or event.

Pray for others
Some  mes, we don’t know what to pray 
during family prayers, especially if we’re not 
used to praying together. A couple of ideas to 
direct you praying for others:

Prayer Pot
All you need are some popsicle s  cks, sharpie marker, and a pot to hold 
the s  cks in. Then, write on the s  cks names of government leaders, 
family, friends, pastor, missionaries, etc. Whoever you want to remember 
to pray for regularly. A  er dinner, each family member pulls a s  ck from 
the pot. Then, you take turns praying for the person on your s  ck.Prayer Walk

Taking a family walk with the purpose to pray for each person (whether we know them by name or 
not) in the homes around us is a great way to pray for others and pray together as a family. As you 
walk by each home, take turns praying for the family that lives there.

Pray as cri  cal needs arise
When crisis comes: A family member suddenly falling ill, 
natural disasters, news of missionaries being persecuted, 
an Amber Alert, or whatever feels like a crisis to your fam-
ily, pray together. Share the burdens of this world together 
by  taking it all to the throne of grace as a family.

Pray for each otherPray for each other
Make it a regular habit to pray for 
one another. Share prayer requests 
with one another regularly. Pray 
aloud together as a family for the 
requests and also purpose to pray 
individually at other  mes

Pray before bedPray before bed
Let everyone pray aloud. It’s simple: 
One person starts and when he or 
she is fi nished, another person prays.

Pray when sin is prevalent
We need Jesus, and we want nothing 
more than to teach our children that they need Jesus. 
When a child is struggling to obey (or any other sin 
struggle), lead them to ask for help to turn from sin 
or strengthen them in their struggle against sin. No 
child training method helps more than prayer.



4-2

Week 25: The Blind Man Healed - John 9:1-41

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind
As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that 
this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 We 
must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can 
work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 Having said these things, 
he spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with 
the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went 
and washed and came back seeing.

8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the 
man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He 
kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”  
11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, 
‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, 
“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a 
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again asked 
him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I 
washed, and I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not 
keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And 
there was a division among them. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say 
about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they 
called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your 
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We 
know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21 But how he now sees we do not know, 
nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 (His 
parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed 
that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23 
Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give 
glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I 
do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, 
“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told 
you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want 
to become his disciples?” 28 And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are 
disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not 
know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do 
not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not 
listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him.  
32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born 
blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You 
were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.
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35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in 
the Son of Man?”  36 He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37 Jesus said 
to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” 
and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do 
not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him 
heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were 
blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 
The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

 



OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 26: The Door to Life - John 10:1-42

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

I Am the Good Shepherd
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in 
by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls 
his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes 
before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not 
follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 This figure 
of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who 
came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the 
door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.  
10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have 
it abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He 
flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. 
I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; 
and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must 
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  
17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 
18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, 
and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.”

19 There was again a division among the Jews because of these words. 20 Many of them said, 
“He has a demon, and is insane; why listen to him?” 21 Others said, “These are not the words 
of one who is oppressed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”

I and the Father Are One
22 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus 
was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him 
and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 
25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my 
Father’s name bear witness about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not among 
my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.  
29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them 
out of the Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”

31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered them, “I have shown 
you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you going to stone me?” 33 
The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for 
blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.” 34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not 
written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? 35 If he called them gods to whom the word of God 
came—and Scripture cannot be broken— 36 do you say of him whom the Father consecrated 
and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 37 If 
I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me; 38 but if I do them, even 
though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that 
the Father is in me and I am in the Father.” 39 Again they sought to arrest him, but he escaped 
from their hands.
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40 He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing at 
first, and there he remained. 41 And many came to him. And they said, “John did no sign, but 
everything that John said about this man was true.” 42 And many believed in him there.

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 
The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 27: Back from the Dead, Part 1 – John 11:1-44

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

The Death of Lazarus
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.  
2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose 
brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 
4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of 
God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was 
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the 
disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just 
now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not 
twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees 
the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is 
not in him.” 11 After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 
but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will 
recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in 
sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I 
was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, 
said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

I Am the Resurrection and the Life
17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.  
18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha 
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I 
know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on 
the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. 
Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son 
of God, who is coming into the world.”

Jesus Weeps
28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher 
is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 
30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had 
met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise 
quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying 
to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw 
her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in 
his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some 
of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man 
from dying?”
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Jesus Raises Lazarus
38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against 
it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 
by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did 
I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the 
stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 
I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, 
that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried out with 
a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet 
bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, 
and let him go.”

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 
The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 28: Back from the Dead, Part 2 – John 11:45-57 

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

The Plot to Kill Jesus
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed 
in him, 46 but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47 So 
the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are we to do? For 
this man performs many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, 
and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 49 But one of them, 
Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. 50 Nor do 
you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the 
whole nation should perish.” 51 He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest 
that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, 
but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from that day 
on they made plans to put him to death.

54 Jesus therefore no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there to the 
region near the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and there he stayed with the disciples.
55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and many went up from the country to 
Jerusalem before the Passover to purify themselves. 56 They were looking for Jesus and 
saying to one another as they stood in the temple, “What do you think? That he will not 
come to the feast at all?” 57 Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if 
anyone knew where he was, he should let them know, so that they might arrest him.

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 29:  Anointing the Anointed One – John 12:1-11 

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

Mary Anoints Jesus at Bethany
Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom 
Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and 
Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table. 3 Mary therefore took a pound of 
expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet 
with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, 
one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5 “Why was this ointment not 
sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6 He said this, not because he cared 
about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to 
help himself to what was put into it. 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep it 
for the day of my burial. 8 For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have 
me.”

The Plot to Kill Lazarus
9 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only on 
account of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief 
priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 11 because on account of him many of the 
Jews were going away and believing in Jesus.

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 30: Dying Seed – John 12:23-26

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

23 And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if 
it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, 
there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 
The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.



Week 31: Easter (April 17)
Week 32: Blind Eyes and Hard Hearts – John 12:37-50

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

37 Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 38 so that 
the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us,
    and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”
39 Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said,
40 “He has blinded their eyes
    and hardened their heart,
lest they see with their eyes,
    and understand with their heart, and turn,
    and I would heal them.”
41 Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 42 Nevertheless, many 
even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, 
so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the glory that comes 
from man more than the glory that comes from God.

Jesus Came to Save the World
44 And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but in him 
who sent me. 45 And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. 46 I have come into the world 
as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness. 47 If anyone hears my 
words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but 
to save the world. 48 The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the 
word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day. 49 For I have not spoken on my own 
authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment—what to say 
and what to speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, 
I say as the Father has told me.”

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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John 9 - Companion Photos

John 9:1 - Without more information from John, 
we can only imagine what the scene looked like, 
but it may be more helpful to use historic photos 
of Jerusalem than images from our present time 
and location. This American Colony photograph 
was taken between 1900 and 1920.

John 9:11 - Archaeologists believe that this pool 
was in use in the first century on the basis of 
evidence from pottery and coins.

John 9:6 - Healing of the 
Blind Man, by Carl Bloch, 
1871
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John 10 - Companion Photos

John 10:7 - Sheep counted while entering sheepfold.

John 10:14 - Shepherd with flock beside stream.

John 10:40 - Yarmuk Valley (from the north), proposed northern location for John’s baptizing 
ministry. Another possible location for Bethany is in the north, closer to the Sea of Galilee. This 
theory understands Bashan to be the equivalent of Batanea and Bethany, and it emphasizes the 
chronological sequence in John 1.
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John 11 - Companion Photos

John 11:39 - Antechamber of traditional 
tomb of Lazarus.

John 11:44 - The scene may have 
looked more like the one shown above 
than anything in more recent artistic 
depictions. This tomb dates from 
approximately the time of Lazarus and it 
is located in Bethphage, less than a mile 
from Bethany.

John 11:54 - The modern Arab 
village of Taybeh is likely the 
location of the Old Testament 
village of Ophrah and the New 
Testament village known as 
Ephraim. The site is a quiet place 
near the wilderness, about 20 
miles (32 km) north of Jerusalem. 
Taybeh has an all-Christian 
population, among which a 
Greek Orthodox church, a Greek 
Catholic church, and a Roman 
Catholic church exist peacefully 
together. 

John 11:54 - Upper room in 
traditional house at Taybeh 
(biblical Ephraim). Nothing is 
known about the place where 
Jesus stayed in Ephraim. The 
home shown preserves many 
features from life in times past.
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John 11 - Companion Photos

John 11:55 - Ritual bath (mikveh) south of the Temple Mount. South of the Triple Gate, this large 
mikveh is unique in its size and design, with stairs descending to the water on all four sides. One 
possible explanation for this design is that it was used for cleansing large household items. Its 
proximity to the Temple Mount suggests that it may simply have served a larger number of pilgrims.

John 11:56 - Temple 
Mount (aerial view 
from the south). This 
photo shows the 
Temple Mount as it 
appears today.
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John 12 - Companion Photos

John 12:1 - Passover Seder 
plate with matza and juice. 
This photograph illustrates a 
modern Passover celebration. 
It is likely that there were some 
different traditions in the first 
century AD.

John 12:1 - Bethany (from the 
north)

John 12:2 - Kitchen at Qatzrin Village. 
This photograph was taken at the Qatzrin 
Talmudic Village in the Golan Heights.



John 12 - Companion Photos

John 12:5 - Silver denarius of 
Tiberius from Lugdunum, AD 
14–37. Denarii which looked 
much like this would have 
been in common use at the 
time when Judas made this 
comment.

John 12:13 - Palm Sunday 
procession over the 
Mount of Olives. Modern 
pilgrims carry palm 
branches in an annual 
reenactment of the Palm 
Sunday journey of Jesus.

John 12:14 - Donkey with colt in the 
Dothan Valley. The Dothan Valley 
is best known for being the place 
where Jacob’s sons sold Joseph into 
slavery (Gen 37).
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NEW LIFE 
John 13:1-14:31

Welcome to the next building block in our study of the Gospel of John! If you’re just joining 
us, please go back and read the introduction to Module 1 on pp. 1-1. 

Our goal is for this Companion Guide to serve as a tool that helps you hear God’s voice 
through His Word and His Spirit, then obey whatever He says to you personally. 

Be sure to work through each week’s material with a couple of friends for mutual support 
and accountability - and to work on hearing and obeying God as a lifestyle! As you do, you’ll 
start to experience what it means to enjoy full life with Christ. 
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Family Guide for Believe: A Study of John Companion Guide 
Inviting God’s Presence Into Your Home, by Julia Ball of Ministry Mom

Listen to Jesus’ words in John 15:4: ABIDE IN ME. The word “abide” here means to rest or 
remain. Doesn’t that sound nice? Resting? Remaining? In God’s presence? Using each letter 
of the word ABIDE, you will find steps you can do daily to invite God’s presence into your 
home. 

A: Ask. 
B: Bible. 
I: Investigate.
D: Dwell. 
E: Everyone. 

A is for Ask. When you wake up in the morning, ask God to show up during your day.
•	 When you first greet your children in the morning, say: “Good morning! Let’s ask God to 

bless our day!” 
•	 At the breakfast table, take a moment to say: “God, let us feel your presence today!” 
•	 During your morning routines, challenge older kids to pray while they get dressed, brush 

their teeth, etc. and ask God to show up during their day.
•	 As you pour up your coffee, say - “God, let me see your presence in my day with my 

family today.” 

B is for Bible. The Bible is one of the ways God speaks to us. Set a time to hear from God’s 
Word. Change it up by: 

•	 Choosing a family memory verse & reciting it together every morning.
•	 Listening to a chapter from the Bible on the Bible App.
•	 Finding an audiobook or album of kids’ Bible stories & listening to them.
•	 Instead of worrying about QUANTITY, focus on letting God’s Word get into your heart! 

I is for Investigate. Kids love to investigate. Today, take some time to investigate and look for 
God’s presence. This is simply the practice of pausing and asking - “Where can we see God 
today?” 

•	 When you’re outside playing, take some time to observe creation around you, and 
remind your kids: “God made that!”

•	 When you have conversations with family or friends virtually, look for ways you can share 
God’s love or ways they are showing God’s love to you.

•	 Encourage your kids to listen for God’s voice or look for His work all throughout their 
day. Have everyone report at dinnertime what they heard or saw. 

D is for Dwell. One of the best ways to abide in Jesus is to dwell in God’s presence! Try to 
take at least two minutes each day to dwell in His presence. 

•	 Challenge everyone to be quiet for 1 minute in your house. While they’re being quiet, get 
them to think about the things they love about God.

•	 Play a worship song (or playlist), shut off all other devices, and have everyone sing or 
worship along. 

•	 As you sit around the dinner table, pause and thank God for everything He’s done today 
- without rushing.
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E is for Everyone. No one in your house is too young or too old to ABIDE in Jesus! Everyone 
can participate.  Here are a few tips: 

•	 Start small with your toddlers and preschoolers! Use one-sentence prayers to start the 
day. Narrate what’s happening during your day and point to God: “We’re going for a 
walk! I love to look at what God made.” Use a short memory verse to get God’s word in 
their hearts.  

•	 Let your elementary age kids really take the lead on investigating and looking for God. 
Let them choose the Bible stories or passages you’ll listen to together, or the worship 
song for the day. Remember there are no “right” answers when you reflect on where you 
saw God and encourage them to dig deeper. 

•	 Make your preteens the leaders of this adventure in your home. They will love the 
opportunity to choose a family memory verse, lead the conversation by asking everyone 
- “Where did you see God today?” or choosing how your family will dwell in God’s 
presence today. 

•	 Even teens and young adults can participate in this exercise. Encourage them to follow 
these steps in their own, private times. They may want to listen to the Bible on their 
own or have their own time of “dwelling in God’s presence.” Try to facilitate a family 
conversation at least a couple times during the week to talk about what they’ve been 
experiencing.

•	 Adults need to abide too! You may not have time for intensive Bible study or prayer 
during this season, but you can definitely follow these steps to continue to abide in 
Jesus’ presence.
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Week 33: The Height of Humility – John 13:1-17

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them 
to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 
Simon’s son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He 
laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that 
was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my 
feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward 
you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered 
him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not 
my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed 
does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but 
not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all 
of you are clean.”

12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he 
said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, 
and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also 
should do just as I have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than 
his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, 
blessed are you if you do them. 

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 
 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 34:  Giving Bread to An Enemy – John 13:18-30

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

18 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will be 
fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I am telling you this now, 
before it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I am he. 20 Truly, truly, 
I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and whoever receives me receives 
the one who sent me.”

One of You Will Betray Me
21 After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, one of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he 
spoke. 23 One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table at Jesus’ side,  
24 so Simon Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25 So that disciple, 
leaning back against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is he to 
whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped it.” So when he had dipped the 
morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 Then after he had taken the morsel, 
Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” 28 Now no 
one at the table knew why he said this to him. 29 Some thought that, because Judas had the 
moneybag, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” or that he should give 
something to the poor. 30 So, after receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. 
And it was night.

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 35:  Authentic Love – John 13:31-38

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

A New Commandment
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in 
him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33 
Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, 
so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give 
to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.  
35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Jesus Foretells Peter’s Denial
36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am 
going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord, 
why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus answered, “Will you lay 
down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied 
me three times.

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 
The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    
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Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 
 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 36: Consolation for Troubled Hearts  – John 14:1-24

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

I Am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house 
are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that 
where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.”  5 Thomas said to 
him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the w ay?” 6 Jesus said 
to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do 
know him and have seen him.”
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am 
in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own 
authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.
12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 
greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in 
my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything 
in my name, I will do it.

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with 
you and will be in you.

18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the world will see 
me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know 
that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my commandments and 
keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I 
will love him and manifest myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it 
that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone 
loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and 
make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the 
word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me.

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  
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HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 
The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 37: Overcoming Fear with Peace – John 14:25-31

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 
afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, 
you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 
29 And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may 
believe. 30 I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no 
claim on me, 31 but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I 
love the Father. Rise, let us go from here.

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 
HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 
The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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FULL LIFE 
John 15:1-17:26

Welcome to the next building block in our study of the Gospel of John! If you’re just joining 
us, please go back and read the introduction to Module 1 on pp. 1-1. 

Our goal is for this Companion Guide to serve as a tool that helps you hear God’s voice 
through His Word and His Spirit, then obey whatever He says to you personally. 

Be sure to work through each week’s material with a couple of friends for mutual support 
and accountability - and to work on hearing and obeying God as a lifestyle! As you do, you’ll 
start to experience what it means to enjoy full life with Christ. 
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Week 38: Abiding – John 15:1-11

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

I Am the True Vine
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear 
fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more 
fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and 
I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does 
not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 
Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, 
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 
The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    
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Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 39: The Qualities of a Friend – John 15:12-17

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love 
has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not 
know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my 
Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you 
ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I command you, so that you 
will love one another.

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 
The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 
 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 40: Expect Persecution – John 15:18-16:4 

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

The Hatred of the World
18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the 
world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose 
you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to 
you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute 
you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But all these things they will do to you 
on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me. 22 If I had not come 
and spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse 
for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 24 If I had not done among them 
the works that no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and 
hated both me and my Father. 25 But the word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled: 
‘They hated me without a cause.’

26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, 
who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 27 And you also will bear 
witness, because you have been with me from the beginning.

“I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 2 They will put you out of 
the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering 
service to God. 3 And they will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor 
me. 4 But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember 
that I told them to you.

The Work of the Holy Spirit
“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

 
OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________  



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 41: The Work of the Holy Spirit – John 16:5-15 

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

5 But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’  
6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless, I 
tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper 
will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he will convict 
the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do 
not believe in me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see 
me no longer; 11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.
12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 When the Spirit of 
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, 
but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  
14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father 
has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 
HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 
The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________  



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 42: The Hour Is Coming – John 16:16-33

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

Your Sorrow Will Turn into Joy
16 “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see me.” 
17 So some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, 
and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because I am 
going to the Father’?” 18 So they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We do 
not know what he is talking about.” 19 Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to 
them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you 
will not see me, and again a little while and you will see me’? 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, you 
will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will 
turn into joy. 21 When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but 
when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human 
being has been born into the world. 22 So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, 
and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. 23 In that day you will ask 
nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will 
give it to you. 24 Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that 
your joy may be full.

I Have Overcome the World
25 “I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no 
longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. 26 In that 
day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; 
27 for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came 
from God. 28 I came from the Father and have come into the world, and now I am leaving the 
world and going to the Father.”

29 His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative speech! 3 

0 Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question you; this is why 
we believe that you came from God.” 31 Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe?  
32 Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his 
own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. 33 I have said 
these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. 
But take heart; I have overcome the world.”

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  
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HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 
The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 
 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 
 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 43: The Prayer of a High Priest – John 17:1-19

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

The High Priestly Prayer
When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the 
hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him 
authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is 
eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 
4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, 
Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world 
existed.

6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours 
they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that 
everything that you have given me is from you. 8 For I have given them the words that you 
gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from 
you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for 
the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, 
and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but they 
are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you 
have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I kept 
them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has 
been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am 
coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in 
themselves. 14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are 
not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the 
world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not 
of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, 
so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also 
may be sanctified in truth.

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  
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The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 44: A Prayer for Unity – John 17:20-26

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 
21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be 
in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given 
me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in 
me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and 
loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, 
may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me 
before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, even though the world does not 
know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made known to them your 
name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may 
be in them, and I in them.”

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 
The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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RESTORATION 
John 18:1-21:25

Welcome to the next building block in our study of the Gospel of John! If you’re just joining 
us, please go back and read the introduction to Module 1 on pp. 1-1. 

Our goal is for this Companion Guide to serve as a tool that helps you hear God’s voice 
through His Word and His Spirit, then obey whatever He says to you personally. 

Be sure to work through each week’s material with a couple of friends for mutual support 
and accountability - and to work on hearing and obeying God as a lifestyle! As you do, you’ll 
start to experience what it means to enjoy full life with Christ. 
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Week 45: Betrayal and Redemption – John 18:1-27

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus
When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the brook Kidron, 
where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed 
him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas, having 
procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went 
there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to 
him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus of 
Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 
6 When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 So he asked 
them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I 
told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” 9 This was to fulfill the word that 
he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost not one.”  
10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant and cut off 
his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword 
into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?”

Jesus Faces Annas and Caiaphas
12 So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and 
bound him. 13 First they led him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was 
high priest that year. 14 It was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient 
that one man should die for the people.

Peter Denies Jesus
15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known to 
the high priest, he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 16 but Peter stood 
outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and 
spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the door, and brought Peter in. 17 The servant 
girl at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, 
“I am not.” 18 Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, 
and they were standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and 
warming himself.

The High Priest Questions Jesus
19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 20 Jesus 
answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and 
in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. 21 Why do you ask 
me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to them; they know what I said.” 22 When he 
had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is 
that how you answer the high priest?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If what I said is wrong, bear 
witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike me?” 24 Annas then 
sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

Peter Denies Jesus Again
25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You also are not 
one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 26 One of the servants of the 
high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the 
garden with him?” 27 Peter again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed.
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CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 
The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 46: The Danger of Neutrality – John 18:28-19:16

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

Jesus Before Pilate
28 Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters. It was 
early morning. They themselves did not enter the governor’s headquarters, so that they 
would not be defiled, but could eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate went outside to them and said, 
“What accusation do you bring against this man?” 30 They answered him, “If this man were 
not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to you.” 31 Pilate said to them, “Take him 
yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to 
put anyone to death.” 32 This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what 
kind of death he was going to die.

My Kingdom Is Not of This World
33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say 
it to you about me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests 
have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 
of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that 
I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37 Then 
Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this 
purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the 
truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”

After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him. 
39 But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you 
want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” 40 They cried out again, “Not this man, but 
Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber. 

Jesus Delivered to Be Crucified
1 Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2 And the soldiers twisted together a crown of 
thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3 They came up to him, 
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. 4 Pilate went out again 
and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt 
in him.” 5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said 
to them, “Behold the man!” 6 When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried 
out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, 
for I find no guilt in him.” 7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that 
law he ought to die because he has made himself the Son of God.” 8 When Pilate heard this 
statement, he was even more afraid. 9 He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, 
“Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate said to him, “You will not 
speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to crucify 
you?” 11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been 
given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.”
12 From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this 
man, you are not Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” 13 So 
when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat 
at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the day of 
Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your 
King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, 
“Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16 So he 
delivered him over to them to be crucified.
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CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 
The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 47: Death on the Cross – John 19:17-37

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

The Crucifixion
So they took Jesus, 17 and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place 
of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, and with him two 
others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also wrote an inscription and 
put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 20 Many of the Jews 
read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was 
written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do 
not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’”  
22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.”
23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four 
parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one 
piece from top to bottom, 24 so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it 
to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says,
“They divided my garments among them,
    and for my clothing they cast lots.”
So the soldiers did these things, 25 but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and 
his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his 
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, 
behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour 
the disciple took her to his own home.

The Death of Jesus
28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 
29 A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop 
branch and held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is 
finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Jesus’ Side Is Pierced
31 Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the cross 
on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might 
be broken and that they might be taken away. 32 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of 
the first, and of the other who had been crucified with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus 
and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 But one of the soldiers 
pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water. 35 He who saw it 
has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that you 
also may believe. 36 For these things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not 
one of his bones will be broken.” 37 And again another Scripture says, “They will look on him 
whom they have pierced.”

  

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  
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HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 
The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 
 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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 Week 48:  “I Have Seen the Lord!”– John 19:38-20:10

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

Jesus Is Buried
38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear 
of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him 
permission. So he came and took away his body. 39 Nicodemus also, who earlier had come 
to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in 
weight. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is 
the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, 
and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 So because of the Jewish 
day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.

The Resurrection
1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still 
dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went 
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 So 
Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of them 
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And 
stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and 
the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up 
in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, 
and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise 
from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes.

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 49: Believe – John 20:11-31

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the 
tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at 
the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to 
them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 Having 
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 
15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him 
to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 
laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in 
Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I 
have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending 
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.

Jesus Appears to the Disciples
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”

Jesus and Thomas
24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 
25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see 
in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place 
my hand into his side, I will never believe.”

26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, 
and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

The Purpose of This Book
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in 
this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
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CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 
HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 

 
The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.



5-61

Week 50: Fishers of Men and Women – John 21:1-14

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

Jesus Appears to Seven Disciples
After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he 
revealed himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in 
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter 
said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and 
got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it 
was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 
6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So 
they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 7 That 
disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard 
that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw 
himself into the sea. 8 The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for 
they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off.

9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and 
bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon 
Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although 
there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” 
Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus 
came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 This was now the third 
time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

 CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 

 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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Week 51 (to do on your own): “Follow Me!” – John 21:16-25

This Week’s Scripture Passage:

Jesus and Peter
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you 
love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said 
to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love 
me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 
17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved 
because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say 
to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, 
but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry 
you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to 
glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”

Jesus and the Beloved Apostle
20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who also 
had leaned back against him during the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to 
betray you?” 21 When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” 22 Jesus 
said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!” 23 
So the saying spread abroad among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus 
did not say to him that he was not to die, but, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, 
what is that to you?”

24 This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these 
things, and we know that his testimony is true.
25 Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be 
written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes) 
1.	 What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing 

you?
2.	 How has God been working in you?  Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?   
3.	 Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?  

 

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage.  (30 minutes) 
The Story:  
1.	 Read the selected Bible passage aloud. 
2.	 Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for 

this step.
3.	 Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.   

Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a 
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.   

If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking, 
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.  

The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.  
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture. 
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The Questions: 
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions 

These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the 
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.

1.	 What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 
2.	What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?  
3.	What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?    

Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions 
1.	 What do you like most about this passage? 
2.	What bothers you? 
3.	What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage? 
4.	What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy? 

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what 
He is doing in your life with others.  (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes) 

Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him 
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement: 

“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.” 

 

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week? 

 

 

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with? 

 When will we meet again? 

 

 Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________ 



Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast! 

Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites 
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of 
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and 
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around 
a Scripture passage with others.
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John 13 - Companion Photos

John 13:2 - Interior of traditional Upper 
Room. The tradition that the Upper 
Room was located in this area is strong. 
The Franciscans are now in charge of 
this site. 

John 13:2 - Guests partaking of meal 
in upper room guest chamber. This 
American Colony photograph was 

taken between 1920 and 1933.

John 13:5 - The Washing of 
the Feet, by James Tissor, 
circa 1890. The practice of 
washing the feet of others 
was the task of a servant 
in the Greco-Roman world. 
Jesus set an example for His 
followers by washing the feet 
of His disciples, positioning 
Himself as a servant to them. 
This image comes from the 
Brooklyn Museum and is in the 
public domain.
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John 14 - Companion Photos

John 14:2 - Palatial Mansion in 
Jerusalem, 1st century AD. This 
photograph was taken in the Wohl 
Museum (Herodian Quarter) in the Old 
City of Jerusalem. The disciples may 
have pictured the dwelling places in 
heaven as something like the mansions 
in Jerusalem with which they were 
familiar. Or they may have imagined 
rooms or apartments within a larger 
house such as this one.

John 14:6 - Sacred Way in 
Paestum. A “sacred way” was a 

road leading to a temple, or a road 
used for religious processions—

essentially, a road to a god. Jesus 
here affirms that He is the true 
road to the Father. The ruins of 

Paestum are located in southern 
Italy, about 50 miles (80 km) 

southeast of Naples. It was an 
important trading port until the 

fall of the Roman Empire, and 
preserves some of the best ruins 

from the Greek period in southern 
Italy.

John 14:31 - Looking towards the Garden of Gethsemane from the Kidron Valley (from the southwest). 
Jesus and the disciples likely approached the Garden of Gethsemane by walking up the Kidron Valley, 
bypassing the Temple Mount on the south.
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John 15 - Companion Photos

John 15:1 - Grape arbor at Neot 
Kedumim. In this metaphor, Jesus is a 
grapevine, the Father is the vinedresser, 
and Jesus’s followers are the branches. 
The Neot Kedumim Biblical Landscape 
Reserve is located in the foothills east 
of Tel Aviv.

John 15:3 - Grapevine at Beit 
Jimal. The word “clean” (katharos) 

is the word that would be used 
for a pruned branch. Beit Jimal is 

located in the Shephelah of Judah 
south of Beth Shemesh.

John 15:6 - Burning thorns in a lime 
kiln in Homs, Syria. This American 

Colony photograph was taken 
between 1900 and 1920.

John 15:5 - Harvesting grapes in 
vineyard. This vineyard is located 
west of Jerusalem near Neve llan.
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John 16 - Companion Photos

John 16:1 - Kidron Valley with olive 
trees (from the south). This photograph 
shows a daytime scene on the route 
from the Upper Room to Gethsemane. 
Jesus may have been somewhere in 
this area when He spoke the words of 
John 16.

John 16:1 - Country roadway 
near Bethlehem. There are 

many rocks and ruts on this 
road that could cause people 
walking on it to stumble. This 
American Colony photograph 
was taken between 1898 and 

1946.

John 16:10 -Dome of the 
Ascension (from the southwest). 
Another traditional location for 
Jesus’s ascension is the Chapel 
of the Ascension, just west of the 
Russian Orthodox church (visible 
on the right side above). This 
chapel was first built in the fourth 
century. Taken by Saladin in 1187, 
it was converted into a mosque 
and it remains such today. 
The structure houses what is 
traditionally identified as the last 
footprint of Jesus on earth before 
He ascended into heaven.
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John 16 - Companion Photos

John 16:13 - Shepherd leading a flock of sheep near the Plains of Moab. The Plains of Moab are located 
on the northeastern side of the Dead Sea. It is the place where Moses led the children of Israel before 
he spoke to them the words of Deuteronomy and died on nearby Mount Nebo.

John 16:32 - Winnowing grain in Lebanon. 
This American Colony photograph was 

taken in the early 1990s.
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John 18 - Companion Photos

John 18:1 - Kidron Valley (aerial view from the south). Jesus traveled from the city on the left side of 
the photo across the valley to the Kidron Valley on the western slope of the Mount of Olives. 

John 18:1 - Mount of Olives and the 
Garden of Gethsemane (from the 

west). The walled area in the center is 
the traditional Garden of Gethsemane. 

This photochrom image was taken 
in the 1890s, before the Church of 
All Nations was constructed over 
earlier churches in the Garden of 

Gethsemane. The Russian Orthodox 
church on the right was built in honor 

of the Czar’s mother in 1888. See 
the next slide for a circle around the 

traditional Gethsemane.

John 18:1 - Olive trees in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. It might be noted that 
while John speaks about a garden, and 
the Synoptics speak of Gethsemane, 
in no place in the New Testament does 
it actually use the phrase “garden of 
Gethsemane.” 
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John 18 - Companion Photos
John 18:3 - Reconstruction of Roman soldier. This 
photo shows a Roman soldier, but it is likely that the 
soldiers here were Levites who served as temple 
guards. This display was photographed by David 
Dorsey in the museum of the Evangelical School of 
Theology.

John 18:12-13 - Model of Palatial Mansion in 
Jerusalem, 1st century AD. This model of the house 
of a wealthy man who lived in Jerusalem in the 
first century AD is on display in the Wohl Museum 
in the Jewish Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem. 
Leen Ritmeyer has suggested that this mansion 
may be the house of Annas. Even if this was not 
Annas’s house, it provides a good illustration for 
what Annas’s house likely looked like.

John 18:15 - Courtyard of the museum of the 
Armenian Quarter, Jerusalem. This photo 
provides an illustration of an interior courtyard.

John 18:18 - Men gathered around campfire at 
night. This American Colony photograph was 
taken somewhere between Jerusalem and Jebel 
Musa (Mount Sinai) between 1900 and 1920.
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John 19 - Companion Photos
John 19:1 - Charioteer’s whip of Iotefamun, from 
Thebes, Dynasty 21, ca. 1070–945 BC. This image 
comes from The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
public domain.

John 19:2 - Acacia raddiana with long thorns, Serabit el-Khadim.

John 19:5 - Ecce Homo arch in Jerusalem. 
According to tradition, the Ecce Homo Arch is 
the location where Pilate looked down upon a 
scourged Jesus and declared, “Behold the man” 
(ecce homo in Latin). The Ecce Homo Arch is 
actually the central arch of a Late Roman period 
triumphal arch. It was built by Hadrian in AD 135, 
and thus is later than the New Testament event 
with which it is associated.
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John 19 - Companion Photos

John 19:5 - Ecce Homo, by Antonio Ciseri, 1862. This painting was photographed at the Galleria d‘Arte 
Moderna di Firenze in Italy. This image comes from Illustratedjc and is in the public domain.

John 19:17 - Jesus Bearing the Cross, by James Tissot, circa 1890. This image is in the public domain, 
via the Brooklyn Museum.
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John 19 - Companion Photos

John 19:17 - Northern wall of Old City (aerial view from the northwest). This photograph shows the 
relationship between “Gordon’s Calvary” to the present walls of the Old City. 

John 19:18 - The Raising of the Cross, by James Tissot, circa 1890. This painting by James Tissot was 
executed using opaque watercolor over graphite on gray wove paper. This image is in the public 
domain, via the Brooklyn Museum.
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John 20 - Companion Photos

John 20:1 - Rolling stone tomb at Khirbet Midras. Most tombs in Jerusalem in the 1st century AD did 
not have a rolling stone to block the entrance. Rachel Hachlili has identified the tombs in Jerusalem 
with rolling stones: “the Tomb of Helene [the Tomb of the Kings], Herod’s family tomb [shown on the 
previous slide], the Nicophoria tomb (east of Herod’s family tomb), a tomb on Mt. Scopus, a tomb in 
the Kidron Valley, and the Hinnom Valley tomb” (Jewish Funerary Customs, Practices and Rites in the 
Second Temple Period, Supplements to the Journal for the Study of Judaism [Leiden: Brill, 2005], 
64). (Quotation modified by the elimination of parenthetical citations and plate numbers.) The tomb 
in this photograph is located at Khirbet Midras, a site in the Shephelah about 15 miles (24 km) west of 
Jerusalem. Since this photograph was taken, the site was destroyed by vandals.

John 20:10 - Bethany (from the 
north). This image is included 

because of the possibility that 
the disciples were staying at 

the home of Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus in the town of Bethany 

during the weekend after the 
crucifixion. This photochrom 

image was taken in the 1890s. 



5-78

John 21 - Companion Photos

John 21:1 - View of the Sea of Galilee from Arbel. This is another view of the primary area of Jesus’s 
ministry in Galilee as recorded in the Gospels.

John 21:2 - Kefar Kenna, traditional location of Cana (from the south). Kefar Kenna lays claim to being 
the biblical city of Cana, but this identification is dubious. The name “kenna” is not related to “qana,” 
and thus the village does not preserve the biblical name. Pilgrims from the Byzantine period seem to 
have identified Cana at Kefar Kenna, and some suggest this identification was made in part because 
of the convenient location of the site on the route from Nazareth to Tiberias. Kefar Kenna is located 4 
miles (6.4 km) northeast of Nazareth, opposite Gath-Hepher.

John 21:3 - Fishermen on the Sea of Galilee. 
This American Colony photograph was taken 
between 1898 and 1914.
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John 21 - Companion Photos

John 21:4 - Heptapegon and Mount of Beatitudes (aerial view from the south).

John 21:11 - Fishermen 
mending their nets along the 

Sea of Galilee.

John 21:13 - Fishermen eating breakfast on 
the shore of the Sea of Galilee. This American 
Colony photograph was taken in the first half of 
the twentieth century.



Thank you for journeying with us through the book of John!
Our hope is that you will take the framework you used throughout this Guide and use 

it when you study other passages in the Bible. Continue to work through the Bible with 
a couple of friends for mutual support and accountability - and to work on hearing and 

obeying God as a lifestyle! 
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